
Learn to card
on the wild carder
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The Ashford wild carder has been designed to allow you to 
create wild and wonderful batts for spinning, felting and 
other fibre crafts. 

The wild carder features: 
- extra long teeth 
- built-in adjustable packer brush 
- adjustable drum clearance. 

It includes:
- packer brush
- cleaning brush
- doffer (awl) 
- two clamps. 

It comes assembled and lacquered.

For more carding, colour and fibre blending techniques see 
“The Ashford Book of Carding” by Jo Reeve. 

CARDING ON THE 
WILD CARDER

Using novelty yarns from your stash: ribbons, fibres. glitz 
and feathers with a base of wool you can make beautiful, 
fun and funky batts for spinning or felting.

Cut novelty yarns, ribbons etc into smaller pieces (2-5cm / 
1-2 inch in length works well).
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Have your wild fibres and yarns pre-cut ready to go.

For ease of removal when finished start with a thin layer of 
wool sliver.

Clamp your carder to the table.

When you have an even base you can start adding your 
wild fibres.
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Now place a thin layer of wool sliver on top. This will assist 
in transferring all fibres to the large drum. Wind the handle 
clockwise, not too fast.
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Add some filling to your fibre sandwich. Don’t over fill. (You 
will repeat this process several times).

Repeat steps 7-10 until the large drum is full and fibres are 
at the top of the teeth.

Place a layer of wool sliver on the feed-in tray. This is the 
base of your fibre sandwich.



To remove your finished batt, turn the handle around until 
the metal strip is at the top of the drum. Loosen the knob 
and twist the packer brush up. Using the doffer, slide the 
pointed end along the metal strip and lift it up to separate 
the fibres.

Do this in short sections across the width of the drum until 
the batt is completely separated.

For a clean separation of the fibres from the drum gently 
pull the batt back down over the end of the carder.

At the same time slowly turn the handle in the opposite 
direction while pulling the batt off the drum.
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Your batt is now ready for spinning or felting.
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The Ashford Book of Rigid Heddle Weaving Revised Edit ion

International weaving teacher and author, Rowena Hart, 
shows how to create exciting and beautiful garments and 
home ware – all on a simple two shaft loom.

In this book she guides you, step-by-step, showing just 
how easy it is to make your own unique woven creations.

In this revised edition explore more exciting techniques 
such as brooks bouquet, soumak, bronson and superfine 
weaving using the second heddle kit.

Be inspired by Rowena who has worked with weavers from many cultures in her role 
as Education and Marketing Manager of Ashford Handicrafts Ltd, the world-famous 
spinning wheel and weaving loom manufacturer.

Ashford two shaft looms – the Rigid Heddle and Knitters looms – are simple to use, 
light and compact, and will open a world of colour and texture for you.

Techniques and 
Projects

Rigid Heddle
The Ashford Book of

Weaving

ISBN 978-0-9582881-1-8

The Ashford Book of  
Rigid Heddle Weaving

By Rowena Hart

Other Ashford books available

The Ashford Book of 
Weaving for the Four Shaft Loom

By Anne Field
ISBN: 1-8774270-1-2

The Ashford Book of 
Carding

By Jo Reeve
ISBN: 978-1-877427-00-8

The Ashford Book of 
Weaving for Knitters

By Rowena Hart
ISBN: 0-9582631-5-9

The Ashford Book of 
Rigid Heddle Weaving

By Rowena Hart
ISBN: 0-4730843-7-6

The Ashford Book of 
Spinning

By Anne Field
ISBN: 0-9087049-4-1

The Ashford Book of 
Textures & Towels

By Elsa Krogh
ISBN: 1-8772511-5-1

The Ashford Book of 
Projects for the Eight 

Shaft Loom
By Elsa Krogh

ISBN: 0-9582631-4-0

Dyeing_contents_v10.indd   148 8/23/2007   10:43:52 AM

The Ashford Book of  
Weaving for the Four Shaft Loom

By Anne Field

25 Easy Scar f  Projects 
using Fancy Yarns and the 
Ashford Knitters Loom

Weaving 
The Ashford Book of
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For  Knit ters

Ashford Cover Out.indd   1 1/3/06   10:55:33 AM

The Ashford Book of  
Weaving for Knitters

By Rowena Hart

The Ashford Book of 
Dyeing

By Ann Milner

Other Ashford books available

The Ashford Book of 
Weaving for the Four Shaft Loom

By Anne Field
ISBN: 1-8774270-1-2

The Ashford Book of 
Carding

By Jo Reeve
ISBN: 978-1-877427-00-8

The Ashford Book of 
Weaving for Knitters

By Rowena Hart
ISBN: 0-9582631-5-9

The Ashford Book of 
Rigid Heddle Weaving

By Rowena Hart
ISBN: 0-4730843-7-6

The Ashford Book of 
Spinning

By Anne Field
ISBN: 0-9087049-4-1

The Ashford Book of 
Textures & Towels

By Elsa Krogh
ISBN: 1-8772511-5-1

The Ashford Book of 
Projects for the Eight 

Shaft Loom
By Elsa Krogh

ISBN: 0-9582631-4-0

Dyeing_contents_v10.indd   148 8/23/2007   10:43:52 AM

The Ashford Book of Projects 
for the Eight Shaft Loom

By Elsa Krogh

Ashford Handicrafts Limited
Factory and Showroom: 415 West Street  
P O Box 474, Ashburton, New Zealand 
Telephone: +64 3 308 9087
Facsimile: +64 3 308 8664 
Email: sales@ashford.co.nz
Internet: http://www.ashford.co.nz

Weave beautiful fabrics and create your own fashion garments.  

With your Ashford Knitters or Rigid Heddle looms we will show you  

how to make fabulous jackets, skirts, capes, hats, ponchos, waistcoats, 

sweaters and scarves. Twenty-four easy and inspirational projects  

for you, your family and friends.

barcode to be 
dropped in by 
Spectrum

24 Fashion Projects using the 
Ashford Knitters Loom

Book of Projects
The Ashford

Volume 1

The Ashford Book of Projects
Volum

e 1
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The Ashford Book of Projects

Weaving on the Ashford 
Knitters Loom DVD

Books avai lable f rom Ashford

Learn to Spin Booklet

Learn to weave 
on the Rigid Heddle Loom

Learn to weave 
on the Knitters Loom

The Ashford Book of Carding
By Jo Reeve

The Ashford Book of Hand 
Spinning

By Jo Reeve

Learn to Weave on the 
Rigid Heddle Booklet

Learn to Weave on the 
Knitters Loom Booklet

Learn to weave 
on the Table Loom

Learn to Weave on the 
Table Loom
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